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FRESH START ILLICIT DRUG TREATMENT PROGRAM 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 
DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [2.16 pm]: I rise to make a brief ministerial 
statement on the additional funding arrangements for Dr George O’Neil and his Fresh Start Recovery program 
for treating heroin addiction. The value and importance of Dr O’Neil’s work has been recognised by the Western 
Australian government over the past eight years through substantial recurrent funding of more than 
$1.153 million a year. The Liberal-National government will provide extra funding support to the Fresh Start 
Recovery program. In response to the current dire financial situation in which Dr O’Neil finds himself, the 
government has agreed to provide an additional $500 000 funding to his Fresh Start Recovery program.  

The ultimate goal is for Dr O’Neil’s naltrexone implants to achieve full registration with the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration and, with it, financial independence. This funding is to assist the operation while registration of 
the naltrexone implant treatment is progressed with the TGA. As part of this funding arrangement, Dr O’Neil has 
been asked to allow an independent and qualified researcher to undertake a comprehensive review of all 
available records and data. The review will determine whether Dr O’Neil’s data is suitable for presentation in 
support of a request for TGA registration of the naltrexone implants. The researcher will be someone both Dr 
O’Neil and I agree on who can conduct a review to clearly articulate the steps, processes and work required to 
achieve TGA registration. Alongside this review will be an independent financial audit of the Australian Medical 
Procedures Research Foundation and Go Medical Industries Pty Ltd, the company producing the naltrexone 
implants. This will provide the government with an assessment of the essential income and expenditure 
associated with the Fresh Start program’s treatment of Western Australians for heroin and other opiate 
dependencies and alcohol dependency using naltrexone implants. The costs associated with the reviews detailed 
in the conditions of acceptance will be paid for separately by the government. The Drug and Alcohol Office will 
continue to assist AMPRF and the independent researcher to progress the TGA application. I wish Dr O’Neil 
every success with this work.  
 


